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DESCRIPTION J2 
CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

^ F A I R 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

2LALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

i iORIGlNALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

The Jones 
b r i c k residence. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

House is a p r e - C i v i l War, Gothic Revival s t y l e , two-s tory 

ORIGINAL EXTERIOR; 

The house is constructed with 8" t h i c k b r i c k bearing w a l l s on a 
foundation of limestone rubble and b r i c k . The o r i g i n a l house a l s o 
included a wood frame s t r u c t u r e attached to the back which pre
dated the house i t s e l f . The present porch is a n a c h r o n i s t i c . 

The house had a somewhat ornate porch, 
be seen in paint markings on the b r i c k 
i n d i c a t i o n s of the extent and s t y l e of 
at juncture of roof and front w a l l , t h e 
which supported the front extension. 

the o u t l i n e of which can c l e a r l y 
of the front w a l l . Other 
the porch a r e f l a s h i n g o u t l i n e s 
remains of b r i c k foundations 

The front e l e v a t i o n d i s p l a y s a five-bay,symmetrica1 format which is 
more often found in previous s t y l e s . The gable roof presents the 
same symmetrica1ity of the f i r s t f l o o r but departs from i t in that 
there are three equal gables containing gothic windows (casements). 
Chimneys were present on the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g at the center of the 
East and West gable ends. Research i n d i c a t e s that o r i g i n a l framing 
members and wood decking are extant and in good c o n d i t i o n in the roof. 
Some o r i g i n a l f l a s h i n g remains under three layers of shi n g l e s but a l l 
e x t e r i o r roof t r i m and s o f f i t t s are replacements. I n d i c a t i o n s of 
o r i g i n a l r o o f i n g material may be found upon removal of e x i s t i n g l a y e r s . 

The front entrance door with two si d e 1 i g h t s and transom i s o r i g i n a l 
and the s i d e l i g h t s d i s p l a y f i n e l y worked wood embellishments t y p i c a l 
of the Gothic. these, as well as the o u t l i n e s of the porch mentioned 
above,would i n d i c a t e that the house o r i g i n a l l y had f u l l y developed 
gothic d e t a i l i n g at gables and the front porch i t s e l f . Further research 
on the o r i g i n a l f a b r i c of the s t r u c t u r e (and into l o c a l h i s t o r i c doc
uments) w i l l provide the necessary proofs f o r the accuracy of the 
r e s t o r a t i o n . It is expected that the shape of o r i g i n a l chimneys may 
be indicated upon removal of e x i s t i n g a n a c h r o n i s t i c chimneys and 
roof ing. 

The West e l e v a t i o n is i n t a c t in i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n and a l l masonry 
is in good c o n d i t i o n . The East e l e v a t i o n d i s p l a y s a second f l o o r 
window which has been bricked i n . Removal of paint w i l l reveal whether 
t h i s is o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n or a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . A coal chute to 
the basement is l a t e r . Unlike the front e l e v a t i o n , the rear contains 
several doors which are a c t u a l l y enlargement of window openings which 
w i l l be r e b u i l t to o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . 
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EXISTING INTERIOR: 

I n t e r i o r rooms d i s p l a y the usual accumulation of cosmetic treatments 
of the p r i o r 120 years i n c l u d i n g a c o u s t i c a l t i l e , wallpapers, f l o o r i n g , 
c l o s e t s , e t c . Underneath,the o r i g i n a l p l a s t e r c e i l i n g s and walls are 
i n t a c t but In need of r e p a i r . O r i g i n a l pine floorboards are extant as 
is most base and window and door t r i m . Most doors are o r i g i n a l and have 
o r i g i n a l hardware. The O r i g i n a l s t a i r s and handrail are in place 
although somewhat a l t e r e d . The mantel and i t ' s trim at the East room 
are o r i g i n a l . The f i r e p l a c e at the West room may contain an o r i g i n a l 
c a s t - i r o n stove ( b u i l t - i n ) . Further research w i l l be done to determine 
i f t h i s is the case. The West room of the f i r s t f l o o r sustained a minor 
f i r e in 1975 but no major damage occured. 

The second f l o o r contains a center s t a i r h a l l , front to back in the 
cen-ter of the b u i l d i n g , a large bedroom with f i r e p l a c e and mantel Corignal) 
on the East and a smaller bedroom on the West which has an eight foot 
wide dressing room or c h i l d ' s bedroom on the South. This room has 
been remodeled for a bath which w i l l be removed. 

Windows on both f l o o r s are o r i g i n a l and have o r i g i n a l trim mouldings, 
aprons and s t o o l s . 

With f u r t h e r research into f i n i s h e s (paint, v a r n i s h , wallpaper, etc.) 
enough o r i g i n a l f a b r i c remains in the i n t e r i o r of the house to restore 
i t very accurately to i t ' s I858 c o n d i t i o n . The L i v i n g s t o n County 
H i s t o r i c a l Society has retained a r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t and is proceeding 
with t h i s wo rk. 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X —1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

JiARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

J5C0MMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 
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—SCIENCE 
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—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES I 8 5 8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT U n k n o w n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Jones House Is a rch i tectu.ral l.y important! because i t ;i s l o c a l l y unique. 
It is one of the few p r e - C i v i l War Gothic Revival residences wKich sur v i v e 
w i t h i n L i v i n g s t o n County, and the second oldest b r i c k house in Pontiac. 

The house i s a l s o important because i t was the residence of two important 
Pontiac businessmen, f i r s t John Dehner, and l a t e r Henry C. Jones. 

The property on which 
October 1857- The hou 
prominent Pontiac busi 
was partner with other 
the Chicago and Paduca 
other Pontiac c i t i z e n s 
Pont iac v i c i n i t y . He 
town Pontiac. 

Henry C. Jones purchas 
1921. He founded t he 
only, other newspaper. 
Heat, and Power in the 
a f-te rwa rd . 

the house is located was sold to John Dehner in 
Sie wa:s i f i n i s h e d on the l o t in 1&58. 1 iDiehner was a 
nessman in the l a t e nineteenth century. in 1865 he 
Li v i n g s t o n county residents in the c r e a t i o n of 

h R a i l r o a d . He also formed a partnership CI866) with 
to begin the f i r s t coal mining operation in the 

b u i l t the f i r s t b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g in down-

1 '. n ,1 

ed the property in I899 and l i v e d in the house u n t i l 
Free Press in 1865. Later he a 1 so purchased the 

S e n t i n e l . He also developed the Pontiac L i g h t , 
served as i t s president for many years 

FFTe' _ 
1 890 He 

A f t e r Jones' death, the house passed to members of his family and in more 
recent years was converted into apartments by adding several wood frame 
a d d i t i o n s . The house was damaged by f i r e in 1975 and s l a t e d for demolition 
However, the L i v i n g s t o n County H i s t o r i c a l Society purchased the property 
in 1976 and i s implementing plans to restore i t as a county museum. 
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